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. . « From the President 


Recently the Prime Minister of Canada announced that he would 
welcome letters from the women of the land stating their views and problems. 
Although your president has already received suggestions both verbal and 
written from members of the British Columbia Library Association of both 
sexes regarding special projects for the year and for the next annual confer- 
ence, this invitation goes forth to each and every member of the association to 
feel quite free to submit suggestions for the activities of this year and ideas 
for the 1953 annual conference, at the earliest possible date. 

For some time now | have been keenly aware of how difficult it is 
for members of professional organizations, who are unable to attend confer- 
ences regularly, to whip up any degree of interest in or enthusiasm for the 
work of such organizations. Admittedly, it is not possible for every member 
to attend such conferences frequently. But one of the best means of fostering 
interest in association activities is the holding of office in commitees. There- 
fore, this year the Executive plans to spread the membership on committees 
as widely as possible among the members of the association. And, although 
the individuals who have been requested to act as chairmen of these com- 
mittees have been asked to offer suggestions regarding the personnel of 
each, the final decision will rest with the Executive in order to avoid possible 
overlapping. So, will you please consider favorably any request to serve on 
a committee? 

Several recent developments in the library field in this province would 
seem to point to a future bright with promise. On behalf of the other 
members of the Executive as well, | should like to request the assistance 
and co-operation of every member in our efforts to achieve as great a degree 
of success as possible for the British Columbia Library Association in 


1952-53. 
—THRESSA POLLOCK. 
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B.C.L.A. Convention, Victoria, B.C. 


The 41st annual conference of the British 
Columbia Library Association was held May 4-5, 
1952, in the recently enlarged Victoria Public 
Library. The attractiveness and convenience of 
the building, the care and thoughtfulness of the 
staff in all the many details of the conference 
arrangements, including a profusion of beauti- 
fully arranged flowers, added greatly to the 
enjoyment of the delegates. 

The date was arranged to make it possible for 
the president of the Pacific Northwest Library 
Association, Miss Lesley Heathcote to attend, 
and particularly, to be present at the discussion 
on the P.N.L.A. Library Development pro- 
gramme which was the main item at the first 
General Session, Monday evening. The chair- 
man of the B.C.L.A. Committee reported that 
the committee had gathered a considerable body 
of background material, following the outline 
suggested by the P.N.L.A. Committee, prelimin- 
ary to a more specific and detailed programme 
for British Columbia which would have to await 
decisions and further direction from the forth- 
coming P.N.L.A. Conference. The need for 
studies in certain specific areas was pointed out 
and also the need for more information about 
the programme as a whole among the associa- 
tion members. Mimeographing and distribution 
of the report was voted towards this end. 

An interesting feature of this session was the 
playing of a tape recording of the broadcast 
“Operation Cobwebs,” sponsored by the Re- 
cruiting Committee of B.C.L.A. and given as 
part of the regular broadcast programme for 
schools over the C.B.C. network. Those partici- 
pating were Mrs. Elinor Evans, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Musto, Mr. C. K. Morison, Miss Amy Hutchi- 
son, and Mr. Ronald Ley. The session con- 
cluded with excellent refreshments and recorded 
music, provided by the Staff Association of the 
Victoria Public Library. 

Tuesday morning was given over to the 
business meeting. Approval was given to the 
recommendation of the Special Bursary Com- 
mittee in its final report that, in addition to the 
Bursary Fund, a Loan Fund be set up to be 
Administered by a Loan and Bursary Fund 
Committee. A final report of the Bursary Com- 
mittee showed that the amount of money collect- 
ed this year for the fund is $1,035.61. Also 


approved was the recommendation, which grew 
out of a special meeting of the Executive with 
library administrators and order librarians, on 
the problems of book purchasing in relation to 
Canadian publishers. The recommendation sug- 
gested that the Canadian Library Association 
be asked to approach the Publishers’ Section of 
the Toronto Board of Trade with a view to 
establishing a joint committee to study mutual 
problems in connection with book costs. 

At the banquet in the evening, a_ special 
feature was the presentation of honorary mem- 
berships to two members who have contributed 
greatly to the Association over a number of 
years: Miss Margaret Clay, retiring as librarian 
of the Victoria Public Library in September, 
and Miss Jessie Hotson, who retired last Janu- 
ary from the staff of the Vancouver Public 
Library. The special speaker of the evening, 
Mr. George P. Melrose, Deputy Minister of 
Lands for B.C., spoke on El Salvador, where he 
had spent nine months as head of a United 
Nations Mission. His lively account was made 
more vivid through the beautiful coloured slides. 

Special guests at the dinner included Mr. and 
Mrs. Skillings, Mrs. Godson, Dr. and Mrs. 
Hunter, and Mr. Harry Bauer, Director of 
Libraries at the University of Washington. 

Those present at the banquet numbered 112. 


—M. B. Sing. 


Cataloguing Section 


Twelve members attended the Cataloguing 
Section which was chaired by Miss Jessie 
McAfee. 

Miss Anne Barton opened the discussion of 
Canadiana by giving a brief account of its 
history. The members approved the present 
arrangement of entries in Canadiana and felt 
that its usefulness could be improved by the 
inclusion of date of origin for serials and by 
earlier publication. 

Miss Napier discussed briefly the effect of the 
electric photocharger on the Catalogue Depart- 
ment. A slight change in processing and the 
discontinuing of inventory were the chief 
changes. Miss Napier explained how the book 
stock was counted and stated that books were 
re-ordered when reserves showed the book to 
be missing. 
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A brief discussion of the new edition of Dewey 
concluded the meeting. In the Victoria Public 
Library the new edition has been used chiefly 
in making decisions. It is being used extensively 
in the Vancouver Public Library and Miss 
Greenwood described the meetings between the 
heads of departments and cataloguers concerned 
to decide which numbers were to be changed. 
Margaret Creelman. 





Circulation Section 


The Circulation Section had a very successful 
meeting with four speakers and four topics. 
The speakers were brief and to the point, and 
the discussions following each topic were lively 
and interesting. 

Speakers and topics were: Mrs. A. Riddell, 
Vancouver: The foreign collection in a public 
library; Mrs. I. Annable, Vancouver: Inter- 
library loan procedures; Miss J. Porter, Vic- 
toria: The charging machine, advantages and 
disadvantages; Miss Isabel Pike, Victoria: 
In-training procedures in the Victoria Public 
Library. 

We were glad to see a good representation of 
clerical assistants at this meeting. They joined 
vigorously in the discussions helping to make 
our section meeting interesting and informative. 

—Alison C. Riddell. 


Clerical Section 

The meeting was held on May 5th, 1952, in 
the Victoria Public Library, with thirty-two 
people in attendance. 

The meeting opened with the reading of the 
minutes of the first annual meeting 1951. Adop- 
tion was moved by Miss Lorraine Bell and 
seconded by Mrs. Lyn Wheatcroft. Carried. 

Miss Evelyn McMann read the report of the 
committee investigating certification of clericals 
across Canada and the reply to a letter written 
by Mr. Angus Mowat of Ontario. Toronto 
offered one course only, requiring senior matric- 
ulation and at least one year’s experience in a 
library, for which they award a diploma. This 
course was the same as that given students 
having a Bachelor of Arts degree. As there were 
not enough applicants to make it worth while 
this course was discontinued. The Department 
of Education in Victoria, B.C., offers a Teacher 
Librarians course which deals only with elemen- 


tary school work and has no bearing on our 
work in public libraries. It was suggested that 
B.C.L.A. develop a plan of stuuy for British 
Columbia clericals based on the British corres- 
pondence courses, hoping eventually to have it 
adopted by the Department of Education and a 
course given at the University of British 
Columbia. 

Miss Mary McDonald moved that we approach 
the Department of Education in Victoria regard- 
ing the possibility of having a diploma course 
similar to that offered in the Toronto Library 
School, requiring one year’s experience with the 
library and at least senior matriculation. Second- 
ed by Miss Joan Mellis. 

This motion was defeated by a large majority 
after a great deal of discussion. 

Miss Marlys Middleditch and Mrs. Alma 
Kibler of Vancouver Public gave us a very 
interesting discussion on a plan of in-service 
training in operation at their library at the 
present time. These meetings, it was pointed 
out, were attended by all personnel and guest 
speakers presénted different aspects of library 
work and various problems are discussed with 
a view to raising the standard of service. 


A committee of five was named to investigate 
further the certification of clericals, the findings 
of which is to be reported at the next annual 
meeting in 1953, 

Chairman of this committee is to be Miss 
Evelyn McMann, and the other members of this 
committee are: Mrs. Lawrence, Public Library 
Commission; Miss Baese, Fraser Valley Re- 
gional Library; Miss S. Shingleton, Vancouver 
Public Library; and Miss Wishart, Victoria 
Public Library. It was moved and seconded 
that this committee be adopted as above. Carried. 

Miss Mabel Baese spoke to us on the joys 
and problems of Bookmobile service in the 
Fraser Valley. 

Moved by Miss Marion Taylor and seconded 
by Mrs. Alma Kibler that the B.C.L.A. execu- 
tive be requested to choose the chairman for 
the clerical section meeting not later than 
September. Carried. 

Miss Hilda Ronning moved that the meeting 
be adjourned. Seconded by Miss Rose Daviduk. 
Carried. 

—Pat Clippingdale. 
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Reference Section 


An informal meeting of the Reference Section 
of the B.C.L.A. was held in the Victoria Public 
Library on May 5th, with Marjorie Holmes in 
the chair. 

Miss Martha Shepard, head of the Biblio- 
graphic Centre at Ottawa, gave a very interest- 
ing talk on her work in photographing the 
collections of the various libraries in and around 
Ottawa, Montreal and Toronto. 

Following Miss Shepard’s talk, a short ques- 
tion period was held, during which Miss Shep- 
ard showed examples of film, photographic cards, 
and answered many questions which were asked. 

Mrs. Christine Fox of the Provincial Library 
then read a paper prepared by Mr. James 
Mitchell on “The Regional Union Lists of 
Periodicals” in which he described six union 
lists. He divided these lists into three classes, 
first, which he described as a “pint-size Greg- 
ory,” the second, a list limited to publications 
dealing with a specific subject, the third, a list 
of current periodicals only. After describing the 
six union lists, he discussed the question of the 
need, pro and con, for regional union lists in 
British Columbia. 

Mr. Mitchell’s paper was followed by one 
presented by Miss Joan O’Rourke of the Uni- 
versity of British Columbia Library in which 
she stated her reasons why union lists were not 
practicable. 

However, Miss O’Rourke did make exception 
in one case, which subsequent discussion showed 
that the thirty or more librarians present heartily 
agreed. In the field of municipal documents and 
reports of institutions and welfare agencies it 
was shown that no library in British Columbia 
held complete files. Miss O’Rourke in her paper 
suggested that libraries possessing such hold- 
ings might list them, then libraries would be 
asked to share in the task of collecting and 
preserving these documents. 

After some discussion of both Mr. Mitchell’s 
paper and Miss O'Rourke's, the following reso- 
lution was unanimously adopted by the meeting: 

Resolved, that a committee be struck to invest- 
igate bibliographic co-operation among the 
libraries of British Columbia, and that the said 
committee report back to next year’s meeting 
of the Reference Section of B.C.L.A. 

The following members were then appointed 


to act on the committee: Miss Joan O’Rourke, 
University of British Columbia Library; Mr. 
James Mitchell, Provincial Library, Victoria; 
Miss Lois Crook, Vancouver Public Library; 
Miss Muriel Laing, Victoria Public Library; 
Mr. W. E. Ireland, Provincial Librarian and 
Archivist. The meeting then adjourned. 
, —M. Holmes. 


School and Children’s 
Librarians Section 

Miss Mildred Price of Vancouver was chair- 
man. At her request Miss Amy Hutchinson, 
president of C.A.C.L., repeated the announce- 
ment made at Miss King’s supper party the 
previous day, namely, the award of the C.L.A. 
medal for the best Canadian children’s book of 
the year has been given to Mrs. C. A. Clark for 
“The Sunhorse.” The medal will be presented 
at the Banff Conference in June. 

Miss Price spoke about membership in A.L.A. 
and C.L.A. and urged the children’s librarians 
to join. She also named the representatives for 
the province who would be glad to hear of new 
members or local news items from the various 
children’s librarians. Miss Margaret Ford, Van- 
couver Public Library, represented A.L.A. chil- 
dren’s librarians in B.C. Miss M. Price, Van- 
couver Public Library is membership represent- 
ative for C.A.C.L. 

The chairman introduced Mrs. Sada Duncan 
who gave a most informative and entertaining 
talk on story telling. After relating the early 
history of story telling, sources and methods, 
Mrs. Duncan went on to discuss planning of 
programs and types of stories for different age 
groups. A_ discussion period followed Mrs. 
Duncan’s talk, with several librarians presenting 
their problems. An interesting afternoon was 
concluded with much enjoyment when Mrs. 
Duncan told the “Magic Box” from Ruth 
Sawyer’s “Way of the Story Teller.” 

—Monica Brown. 


Special Librarians’ Section 

The section meeting for the Special Librar- 
ians was held in the Processing Room with an 
attendance of nine. 

Miss J. Madeline Clay, librarian at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, spoke on her work in providing library 
service for the hospital patients. 
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Miss Aileen Tufts, Head of the Business and 
Economics Division of the Vancouver Public 
Library, described the facilities and functions 
of the division which was opened in August, 
1951. 

An outline of the problems with which he is 
confronted in his particular field of work, was 
given by Mr. Konrad Egilson, librarian of the 
B.C. Penal Institutions. 

Through the kindness of Miss Doris Fielder, 
librarian of the Dominion Astrophysical Obser- 
vatory, a visit to her library had been arranged. 
Dr. R. M. Petrie, director of the observatory and 
Dominion Astrophysicist, welcomed the group. 
He told the librarians of the new spectrograph 
which had been designed and built at the 
observatory, and which was in the process of 
being mounted at the base of the telescope. He 
invited the librarians to visit the observatory 
and told them they would be among the first 
to see the new spectrograph. A most interesting 
and informative tour of both the library and the 
observatory followed. 


The Special Librarians meeting was held 
under the chairmanship of Miss Theodora 
Rhodes. 


The U.C. Comes to B.C. 


Every librarian is faced with the necessity of 
asking for inter-library loans and many times 
this involves sending a request to two or three 
libraries before a copy of the desired book or 
serial is located. It is to help lessen this dupli- 
cation of labour that Canadian Bibliographic 
Centre is compiling its Union Catalogue at 
Ottawa. 


Within a few years (probably four or five) 
all the holdings of all the large Canadian librar- 
ies will be listed in the Union Catalogue and any 
library writing to the Centre can learn all the 
Canadian locations of any publication which 
they wish to borrow. It is the Centre’s hope 
that the Union Catalogue will reveal many 
unexpected sources for inter-library loans and 
take the burden from the larger libraries which 
are the obvious places to apply for loans. 


Since the Centre’s beginning in May 1950, 
twenty-seven libraries have been incorporated 
in the Union Catalogue. They are the following: 


In Ottawa 

. Historic Parks and Sites Library (Depart- 
ment of Resources and Development) 

. National Parks (Department of Resources 
and Development) 

. Department of National Health and Welfare 

. Civil Service Commission 

. National Research Council 

6. Bureau of Statistics 

7. Public Archives of Canada 

8. Department of Finance 

9. Department of Labour 

10. Department of Fisheries 

11. Department of External Affairs 

12. Forestry Branch (Department of Resources 

and Development) 

13. Department of Transport 

14. Forest Products Laboratory (Department of 

Resources and Development) 

Geographical Branch (Department of Mines 

and Technical Surveys) 

16. Bank of Canada 

17. Reference Division, Ottawa Public Library 
18. Université d’Ottawa 

19. Scolasticat St. Joseph 

20. Séminaire Universitaire 

In Toronto 

21. Reference Division, Toronto Public Libraries 

In Montreal 

22. Collection Gagnon, Bibliothéque Municipale 

23. Bibliothéque St. Sulpice 

In Fredericton 

24. University of New Brunswick 


_ 


i) 
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ou 


In Vancouver 

25. Vancouver Public Library 

26. University of British Columbia 
In Victoria 

27. Provincial Library and Archives 

When the British Columbia libraries have been 
inter-filed with the other catalogues they will 
provide a key to over two million volumes and 
as more libraries across the country are added, 
the Union Catalogue will become more and 
more useful. 

The library catalogues are microfilmed with 
as little disturbance as possible to the co-operat- 
ing libraries. The Centre sends its camera and 
operator, one drawer is taken from the catalogue 
at a time, all the main entries from that drawer 
are photographed and refiled before another 
drawer is taken. 
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The cards are photographed on 16mm. micro- 
film. After the film has been developed, it is 
sent to the Library of Congress, where enlarge- 
ments are made on rolls of photostat paper 
exactly five inches wide. When these enlarge- 
ments reach the Centre, they are stamped with 
the symbol for the library, cut up and inter- 
filed with the catalogues of the other libraries 
already recorded. These photographic enlarge- 
ments will gradually be replaced by Library of 
Congress cards, on the left side of which will 
be stamped the symbols for all the libraries 
holding the books. In the case of publications 
for which there are no Library of Congress 
cards, cards will be typed following L.C. rules. 

This editing will take many years, but in the 
meantime, the unedited catalogue, made up of 
photographic enlargements, is perfectly usable 
and the Bibliographic Centre is only too glad 
to give any reference service it can within the 
scope of the Union Catalogue. 

—Martha Shepard, Director 
Canadian Bibliographic Centre. 


Minutes of the Seventh Regional 
Library Conference 

Held at Victoria on 

May 5th, 1952 


The Chairman, Mr. George Darling, opened 
the meeting and welcomed the delegates. 
MINUTES—Moved by Mr. Ley, seconded by 
Mr. Morison, that the minutes of the previous 
meeting be adopted. Carried. 


BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE 
MINUTES 
LIBRARY COMMITTEES 

The Chairman called for reports from the 
regional libraries as to what action had been 
taken during the year on this matter. Mr. Lort 
reported that committees had been formed in 
Nanaimo, Courtenay and the Albernis. In Nan- 
aimo the University Women’s Club were spon- 
soring the formation of a Friends of the 
Library group with the object of promoting a 
new building for the Nanaimo branch and head- 
quarters. 

Mr. Ley reported that groups were fairly 
active in the Fraser Valley but that there were 
no major projects. Groups at Cloverdale and 


White Rock were working on the buildings to 
make them more attractive. Mrs. Elliott reported 
that such groups were still under consideration 
in the Okanagan. 


SALARIES, SUPERANNUATION, 
STAFF RULES AND REGULATIONS 


Superannuation schemes are now in effect in 
the Fraser Valley (Canada Life) and in the 
Okanagan (London Life). Medical Services 
Association benefits are now in effect in the 
Vancouver Island Regional Library. 


NEW BUSINESS 
BUILDINGS 

Mr. Darling spoke on the difficulties of 
financing a new building and reported that the 
Vancouver Island Regional Library was hoping 
to have a by-law presented at the next munici- 
pal election to finance a new building in Nan- 
aimo. 

Mr. Ley reported that in the Fraser Valley a 
sum of $5,000 was being set aside each year out 
of the budget for a new building for head- 
quarters. The total cost of the building would 
be about $35,000 and have 48,000 square feet of 
floor space. 

The Okanagan Regional Library has hopes 
of establishing their headquarters in the civic 
center. 


SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICE 

Mr. Ley pointed out that with rising costs it 
now costs more than 72c per student to provide 
the present library service to the schools served 
by the regional libraries. 

Mr. Morison traced the history of the school 
grants showing the number of schools and 
students served. 

F.V.R.L. serves 119 schools with 12,600 students; 
106 pupils per school 

O.R.L. serves 54 schools with 6,000 students; 
97 pupils per school 

V.I.R.L. serves 64 schools with 6,400 students; 
95 pupils per school 

Mr. Morison suggested that the regional 
libraries have an estimate of the cost of school 
library service prepared and presented to the 
Public Library Commission by August. He 
suggested that the Commission be asked for one 
half of the operating cost plus $140.00 for every 
100 extra pupils. 
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In the discussion that followed a number of 
suggestions were made as to how the regional 
libraries, school boards and the Public Library 
Commission might co-operate in providing bet- 
ter service. 

Miss Brundige spoke on the Saskatchewan 
system of co-ordinating school library service 
under the provincial Department of Education. 

Miss Hodges pointed out that the present 
service is woefully inadequate. 

Mrs. Goodall stated that in the more outly- 
ing districts there were not enough books. 

MOVED by Mr. Morison, seconded Miss 
Creighton, that the regional librarians meet and 
consider school library service costs. 

BOOK PURCHASING POLICY 

A discussion was held on the recent resolu- 
tion of the Public Library Commission in re- 
gards to policy in buying books in the cheapest 
market. Mr. Morison reported that a resolution 
was going forward to the Canadian Library 
Association to see whether it would be possible 
to get a better discount from Canadian publish- 
ers and book agents. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Moved by Miss Hodges, seconded by Miss 
Crighton, that a time separate from other 
B.C.L.A. meetings be selected for the next 
meeting, and that the date of the meeting be 
left in the hands of the incoming executive. 
Carried. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

The following were elected for 1952-1953. 
Chairman __ _-........ Mrs. Muriel Ffoulkes 
Secretary. _Miss Nancy Steele 

Mr .Darling spoke on the necessity of the 
regional libraries working as a unified whole to 
provide better library service in the rural areas. 

MOVED by Miss Steele, seconded by Miss 
Heslop, that a letter of appreciation be sent to 
Miss Clay and the Victoria Public Library for 
use of the library building for the meeting of the 
Regional Library Institute. Carried. 

The meeting adjourned. 


P.N.L.A. Library Development 


Committee 

The committee met with Dr. Robert D. Leigh 
in Seattle on June 9, when a formal approach 
to some suitable foundation for a library survey 
of the Pacific Northwest Region was tentatively 


drafted. Dr. Leigh will make some preliminary 
and informal investigations as to what founda- 
tion should be approached. 

In the meantime Miss Maryan Reynolds, 
Chairman of the Committee, will confer with the 
chairmen of library development committees 
from the four States of California, Texas, Miss- 
ouri, and New Jersey, who will meet in New 
York at the time of the A.L.A. conference. 

The committee’s finalized report will be sub- 
mitted to the Association at the September con- 
ference in Victoria, together with a resolution 
which would authorize definite action on the 
part of the Library Development Committee 
or the Board of Directors. Satisfactory reports 
are coming in from the various provincial and 
state library development committees 

—C. K. Morison. 


Special Bursary Committee 


Interim Report, April 1952 

As directed by the Association at the 1951 
conference, the Special Bursary Committee has 
assembled information about other forms of 
financial aid which are at present available to 
prospective library school students from this 
Province. 

This interim report presents as much informa- 
tion as the committee has at this time. At the 
coming conference, our final report will include 
a recommendation on whether or not the Asso- 
ciation should continue its Bursary Fund. 

Outside Satements on Relative Values of 
Bursaries and Loans: 

Miss Bertha Bassam, Director, University of 
Toronto Library School, writes: “ I really 
do believe that we need both. Where loans are 
provided the recipient must assume some re- 
sponsibility for what he is doing. In many cases 
this is a good and desirable thing. On the other 
hand, there are some very worthy individuals 
who have struggled enough and their greatest 
need is for the outright gift. For these people 
the bursary gives them the required lift. That the 
holder of a bursary should be required to work 
for a limited time in the province supplying the 
funds, seems reasonable to me.” 

Dean W. H. Gage, U.B.C.: “. .. I think it is 
difficult for students who have to go East for 
training such as library work to take loans. On 
the other hand I do not think that an Associa- 
tion, such as yours, should have to provide 
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bursaries for others and if your funds are limited 
I suggest that you make loans without interest 
to be repaid within a reasonable length of time 
or by instalments. As far as the University is 
concerned, we find that more and more of our 
students are willing to take loans especially 
when they find that bursaries are not available. 
Naturally they are not as keen about doing so 
but those who are axious to get the necessary 
training realize eventually that free money can- 
not be found for all.” 

Other Scholarships, Loans, etc., Available to 
B.C. Students. 

Canadian Federation of University Women, 
Professional Scholarship of $100, awarded an- 
nually: open to any woman holding a degree 
from a Canadian university, for study at an 
accredited library school, college of education, 
or similar professional school. Note: only one 
award for all of Canada. 

Dominion-Provincial Bursaries: combination 
of cash grant and loan, available for library 
school study. Three B.C. students in this year’s 
Toronto class have these bursaries. 

Victoria Public Library Board administers a 
loan fund of $1,000, available to any student in 
Greater Victoria who wishes to attend library 
school; not limited to members of the library’s 
staff. Established early in 1951, no request was 
received for a loan for the current year of study. 

P.E.O. Sisterhood loans, for women only; an 
international fund, several awarded each year in 
B.C. Loans up to $1,000 are granted, interest 
charged after the first year. One of 1951 B.C.L.A. 
Bursary winners also has a P.E.O. loan, and 
scholarships. 

Loan funds at library schools: McGill has two 
small memorial scholarships for the library 
school, and regular loan funds for students who 
have been at McGill for more than one year. 
Toronto has no library school scholarships. 
Many American schools have tuition scholar- 
ships, and also arrangements whereby a student 
can work half-time in a library connected with 
the school; these usually require two years of 
study to complete the course. 

The Federal Government has not implemented 
the Massey Report recommendations that 
National Scholarships be established. If this is 
done, we hope that such scholarships will be 
available for first-year professional study of 


librarianship, as well as for graduate study; but 
it is pointless to predict on this subject. 
Opinions of B.C. Library Staffs 

Victoria Public Library staff still believes that 
B.C.L.A. should grant loans instead of bursaries. 

Okanagan Union Library staff prefers unani- 
mously that B.C.L.A. should grant loans, no 
loan being less than $300 and no strings being 
attached. 

Vancouver Public Library Staff Association 
has reaffirmed its stand that B.C.L.A. should 
grant bursaries, with no strings attached. 
Some opinions, Bursaries Versus Loans 
For Bursaries: 

Some prospective library school students have 
already borrowed to the limit before applying 
for a bursary; a small cash grant is needed to 
assure the year of professional study. 

A B.C.L.A. Bursary should engender in the 
winner a good feeling toward the Association; 
this could bear good fruit if the student returns 
to this province. 

The Vancouver Public Library Staff Asso- 
ciation turned over to B.C.L.A. its bursary fund 
in good faith and in the expectation that its 
conditions would be met. 

Against Bursaries 

Sizable bursaries may be beyond our resour- 
ces; it will be difficult to continue raising suffi- 
cient funds year after year, especially since 
many of our members prefer a loan fund. 

For Loans: 

A loan fund could in a few years become self- 
supporting, would not then strain our finances. 

Individual loans could probably be larger than 
bursaries are. 

Against Loans: 

Most other forms of aid available at present 
are loans; some students may always need cash 
grants in addition, even though these be rather 
small. 

Low library salaries make it difficult to repay 
loans. —E. Mercer, Chairman. 


INTERIM REPORT OF THE 
BURSARY COMMITTEE 

During 1951-1952, money was raised for the 
B.C.L.A. Bursary Fund by the following public 
and regional libraries in British Columbia, in 
the manner described and in the amounts so 
stated: 
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Fraser Valley Regional Library. $ 15.00 
(Personal donations) 

New Westminster Public Library _...... 20.50 
(Whist drive) 

Okanagan Regional Library — 10.00 


(Collection boxes were put out on 
the circulation desk and the public 
given a chance to contribute.) 
University of British Columbia Library. 168.75 
(Personal donations) 


Vancouver Public Library_.....______ 439.11 
Raffle Rsccleaiidsca Bach ycke susie 
Personal donations .... 154.50 
Vancouver P.L. Staff 

Association _ 150.00 
Friends of the Vancouver 
Public Library ; 25.00 
FO, so | ee erent me $653.36 


However, the total score in money raised is 
not yet complete. 

University of British Columbia Library plans 
to add to its contribution before the end of 
April. 

Vancouver Public Library may receive an 
additional $100.00 donation from the Vancouver 
Public Library Staff Association. 

Nine libraries were asked to raise money for 
the B.C.L.A. Bursary Fund, but only the five 
listed above have responded, so far. 

—Miss Clara W. H. Gould, Chairman. 


Report of the 
Constitution Committee 


The Constitution Committee of the British 
Columbia Library Association met on February 
5th, 1952, in the Vancouver Public Library at 
9 a.m. 

The purpose of the meeting was to assemble 
recent revisions of the Constitution as amended 
to the membership of the Association and to 
the Trades and Labour Congress. 

Since the Constitution was reconsidered in its 
entirety, article by article, and adopted at the 
Annual Conference in June 1947, the Committee 
checked the minutes of annual conferences from 
1947 to date. No amendments were noted in the 
minutes until May 1950, and none in 1951. 

The Constitution as passed in 1947 was check- 
ed with the amendments as reported in the 


B.C.L.A. Bulletin, June-October 1950 and the 
new amendments incorporated. The Constitu- 
tion as amended is herewith presented. 

The Committee will wait for further instruc- 
tions regarding the mimeographing and distri- 
bution. —Anne Barton, Irene McAfee. 


Report of the 
Library Development Committee 


This committee held three meetings during 
the year, and, with the assistance of librarians 
and other professional people outside of the 
committee and the Association, prepared a 
report on certain features of the preliminary 
investigation requested by P.N.L.A. as they 
affect British Columbia. 

As should now be well known to our members, 
the general objective of the P.N.L.A. Library 
Development Committee is the development of a 
complete and adequate modern library service 
for the whole area comprised of the 4 states and 
1 province which constitute the “Pacific North- 
west Region.” 

The more immediate purpose of the project 
now in hand is the formulation of a request for 
funds to add a research person to the staff of 
the University of Washington Library School, 
who may complete the survey of co-ordinated 
library needs in the Pacific Northwest. Dr. Rob- 
ert D. Leigh has promised to review the com- 
bined report as prepared by the P.N.L.A. Com- 
mittee and to put it into shape for use in 
connection with the search for funds from a 
foundation to carry out this programme. 

Recommendations in the Committee’s report 
for British Columbia, as presented to your Exe- 
cutive, follow closely those made in the “Pro- 
gramme for Library Development in British 
Columbia” as originally prepared in 1945 and 
revised in 1950. 

The report includes studies analyses of the 
following factors that have been considered by 
the P.N.L.A. Committee as useful in determin- 
ing a regional library system: 

Analysis of factors to be used in determining 
a regional library system — Population, geo- 
graphy, economic factors, transportation and 
communication, literary and educational level, 
other regionalized services. 

Legislation needed to establish the same — 
Present legislation considered adequate. 
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Adequacy of tax structure for the purpose — 
Libraries do not suffer from statutory limita- 
tions but some investigation of the basic sources 
of public funds by research people is recom- 
mended. 

Present provincial aid for other public services 
in the Province — The report shows some other 
services rather generously treated as compared 
with libraries. 

School library service — The Committee views 
with alarm the present unsatisfactory state of 
affairs and reiterates recommendations of the 
“Programme.” 

Certification — “Holy deadlock.” 

It should be noted that in addition to the 
above studies which have been reported on at 
some length by your Committee, the following 
were assigned to various P.N.L.A. committees 
and divisions rather than to provincial and state 
associations: 

Analysis of education and training of present 
library personnel. 

Determination of the extent to which the 
library schools of the area are able to meet the 
needs of the proposed regional programme. 

Study of the reference and research needs of 
the Northwest. 

Adult education programmes in the province 
and states. 

The following assignments have been held 
over for investigation by research personnel: 

Cost of establishing and maintaining an ade- 
quate library system. 

Examination of statistics as now collected by 
state and provincial library agencies in relation 
to their usefulness to a library development 
programme. 

Analysis of the education and training of 
present library personnel other than clerical. 

Co-ordination and assistance in any additional 
studies that may be found necessary in order 
to get more facts as the Associations work 
upon their projects, as well as help in the com- 
pletion of any unfinished studies. 

In conclusion, the Committee wishes to ex- 
press the opinion that, although the L.D.C. 
programme should not be leaned upon as an 
eventual solution of all our problems, and 
should not in the meantime be allowed to de- 
tract from efforts, large or small, conducted 
individually or collectively to further library 


progress, nevertheless the pursuit of the pro- 
gramme is worthy of full support by our 
Association. 

Some of us might be inclined to feel that 
British Columbia’s plan of library development 
is already pretty well charted—if unhappily far 
from being full imp!emented—and that we might 
not have a very large stake in the P.N.L.A. 
project. However, whatever success we may 
have in our own affairs should be enhanced and 
accelerated by the impetus of the larger effort, 
and the end product should be better. 

Furthermore, as an association member of 
the international body we have responsibilities 
toward every member of that body, whether it 
be our home ground where material progress has 
been made in recent years, or whether it be a 
state such as Idaho or Montana where there is 
probably greater need of outside support and 
united effort. Happily our horizon of interest 
extends beyond the boundaries of British Colum- 
bia and beyond the international border. 

—C. K. Morison, Chairman. 


Report of the 
Certification Committee 


Upon the instruction of the Executive the 
committee wrote to Mr. Straith and requested 
an interview. Enclosed in the letter was a copy 
of the B.C.L.A. recommendations for certifica- 
tion which had been prepared at the Harrison 
convention. Mr. Straith replied that he was just 
leaving on a vacation but would attend to the 
matter on his return. 

A second letter was sent to the Minister re- 
minding him of our request to see him. So far 
there has been no reply. 

—Miss Aileen Tufts, Chairman. 


Report of the 
Recruiting Committee 


As directed by its terms of reference, the 
1951-52 recruiting committee has continued to 
collect pamphlets and articles pertaining to 
recruiting for library service, and plans to for- 
ward copies of the most promising of these to 
Mr. Johns, Provincial Director of Educational 
and Vocational Guidance. In addition, a card 
index has been made for all titles in our sample 
file. 

The committee is in accord with the feeling of 
its predecessor that there may be potential 
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librarians on our clerical staffs, and that “specific 
steps should be taken to introduce these people 
to the broader aspects and opportunities of 
professional librarianship.” It therefore recom- 
mends that the British Columbia Library Asso- 
ciation sponsor in Vancouver an institute in 
Library Service for clerical employees of B.C. 
libraries. This institute would explore all aspects 
of library work, outline the necessary qualifica- 
tions for each position, and indicate the financial 
aid available in the form of bursaries, scholar- 
ships, part-time employment, et cetera. If such 
an institute should be planned the dominant 
objective should be kept constantly in mind, 
and the whole field of librarianship presented 
in as stimulating, challenging, and dramatic a 
form as possible. It is further recommended that 
any such institute be given wide publicity on 
the University campus and interested students 
encouraged to attend. 

We are very happy to report that the plans of 
former committees for a broadcast on library 
service as a career have finally reached fruition. 
“Operation Cobwebs,” compiled by Mrs. Elinor 
Evans and presented with a cast including Mrs. 
Evans, Mrs. Musto, Miss Amy Hutcheson, Mr. 
C. K. Morison, and Mr. Ronald Ley, is being 
broadcast April 28 by C.B.U. in the series “In 
Search of a Future.” A recording of the broad- 
cast is being brought to the B.C.L.A. conven- 
tion and it is hoped that arrangements can be 
made there to enable those present to hear 
this very interesting broadcast. 

—Dolina Maclver, Chairman. 


Report of the 


Public Relations Committee 
The Public Relations Committee’s terms of 

reference were (a) to stimulate the development 

of public relations in libraries of the Province, 

(b) to co-operate in any special public relations 

activities, provincial or national; and (c) to sub- 

mit its annual report to the Secretary by April 

1, 1952. 

The Committee had two specific tasks set by 
the Executive: 

1. To suggest ways and means of distributing 
the Manual on Public Relations drawn up by 
Miss Georgina Wilson and her 1950-51 Public 
Relations Committee; and, 

2. To make suggestions on the celebration of 


B.C. Library Week. 


The manual on Public Relations was discussed 
at a meeting between Miss Wilson and the 
chairman. At that time the manual was a rough 
typescript of 14 pages, which would have to be 
expanded to about 20 pages, as much of the 
material was in note form. Miss Wilson express- 
ed her willingness to do this when time per- 
mitted. 

In the matter of distribution the Committee 
made three suggestions to the Executive. 


a. Seek publication in the Wilson Bulletin, with 
provision for a number of off-prints. Here 
the committee felt that, in all probability, the 
article would be too long for the Bulletin. 

b. Arrange for printing and distribution through 
1A. 

c. Print or mimeograph locally and sell on a 
national scale at a price sufficient to cover 
production costs. 


On the question of B.C. Library Week the 
Committee members were of the opinion that 
the effort necessary to maintain adequate pub- 
licity for a full week was too much and was not 
justified by the results obtained. The Committee 
recommended that a B.C. Library DAY should 
be held in February or March, feeling that by 
doing so a concentrated effort could be made 
by means of the following media: Radio, News- 
papers, Posters, Leaflet distribution, Rubber 
Stamps for mail (by individual libraries) Paid 
Advertising (by individual libraries and B.C.- 
LA.) 


The main question in the minds of committee 
members was whether or not funds would be 
available for a B.C. Library Day, either in 
B.C.L.A. or in individual libraries. On submit- 
ting the Committee’s recommendations to the 
Executive the chairman was instructed to con- 
tact the Superintendent of the Public Library 
Commission to ascertain what plans, if any, the 
Commission had in this connection. In due 
course the Superintendent replied that the Public 
Library Commission did not plan to take any 
action in the matter. 

Although only one full meeting of the Com- 
mittee was held, a considerable amount of 
business has been conducted by mail and by 
meetings between the chairman and individual 
committee members. 

—Ronald Ley, Chairman, 
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Report of the 
Labour Relations Committee 


We are pleased to report there was represen- 
tation in Victoria this year, Mr. J. Mitchell and 
Mrs. Gilstrap, and the meetings of that Council 
presented nothing of particular note beyond the 
regular business. Vancouver meetings were 
never dull, heated and interesting opinions were 
voiced on many civic, provincial and federal 
affairs affecting labour and the public interests. 
The B.C. Electric was most unpopular, and 
strong protest was made against the increased 
transportation rates. The brief provincial legis- 
lative session precluded effective action regard- 
ing the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act, the B.C. Hospital Insurance Act and other 
provincial matters. The disturbance of the past 
few years, whether delegates might or might 
not be Communists, was absent this year. 


The change of address for all Trades and 
Labour Council material, as recommended last 
year, has proved most satisfactory. The Com- 
mittee has compiled a file of all previous Labour 
Relations Committee Reports, and it is respect- 
fully suggested the chairman of each future 
committee take on the responsibility of keeping 
this file current. 


This Association was advised, in late Febru- 
ary, that our dues to the Congress had not been 
paid since June 1950; these arrears have been 
attended to by our treasurer. We stress that 
this oversight must not be attributed to the 
treasurer. The Congress leaves the collection of 
overdue accounts to the local councils and they 
failed to notify our present executive. We must 
prevent such a problem from occurring again 
and respectfully offer the following recommend- 
ation: 


That the Trades and Labour Congress of 
Canada (Ottawa) be advised of the name and 
address of the treasurer of this, and all future 
executives, rather than the address of the 
secretary. The treasurer holds office for 3 
years, and we consider this will assure satisfac- 
tory continuity —E. McMann, Chairman. 





Report of the 
Resolutions Committee 


By checking available records, and personally 
questioning persons concerned, the Resolutions 
Committee find that most resolutions were pur- 
sued to a successful conclusion: 

1937 The administration of the B.C. Libraries 
Act has been transferred to the jurisdic- 
tion of the Minister of Education. 

There is a summer session for teacher 
librarians. 

There has been a revision of the Libraries 
Act. 

Libraries in B.C. have received govern- 
ment aid. 

1938, 1939 There is Certification of Librarians 
in B.C. 

1941 Establishment of a National Library is 
about to take place. 

B.C.L.A. protested against the banning 
of books by libraries on the basis of 
political belief. 

1946 Library boards now give assistance to 
staff members who are sent as library 
representatives to other library meetings. 

1949 Requested by B.C.L.A., C.L.A. has pro- 
tested against the manner of handling 
U.N. documents in Canada. 

1950 B.C L.A. co-operates with the National 
Committee in Young Canada’s Book 
Week. 

1951 It has been suggested to A.L.A. that a 
universal library symbol be adopted. 

No Superintendent of School Libraries has 
yet been appointed in spite of the resolutions of 
1937, 1940, 1944, 1945. 

There is no Director of Institutional Libraries. 
1937. 

There has been no repeal of the Quebec Pad- 
lock Law. 1938. 

There has been no handbook issued on Cana- 
dian uniforms, insignia, etc. 1942. 

It was decided not to open the question of the 
banning of books lest worse befall. 1949. 

There has been no investigation on the use 
of the Retail Credit Bureau for overdue books 
on a province-wide basis. 1950. 


—Anne Berry, Chairman, 
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Report of the 
Nominations Committee 


Following the appointment of this committee 
the existing vacancies in the executive of the 
B.C. Library Association were brought to the 
attention of the membership at large through the 
B.C.L.A. Bulletin, and also through a direct 
notification to the larger libraries of the prov- 
ince. 

As a result of the response, or rather, the 
lack of it, your committee set to work to secure 
nominations for vice-president, president-elect 
and secretary. 

We have pleasure in submitting nominations 
as follows: 

Vice-president, president-elect ._._..Mr. Ronald 
Ley, Librarian, Fraser Valley Region- 
al Library. 

_.......Miss Josephine Hovelaque, 
Victoria Public Library. 

Since no other nominations were available 
the committee did not conduct a ballot election. 


—W. E. Ireland, Chairman. 


Secretary 


Report of the 
Legislation Committee 


No report for 1951-52. 


Report Upon the Work of the 
A.L.A. Intellectual Freedom 
Committee 


The A.L.A. Committee on Intelleotual Free- 
dom was created in 1940 to “recommend such 
steps as may be necessary to safeguard the 
rights of library users in accordance with the 
Bill or Rights of the United States and the 
Library Bill of Rights as adopted by the 
Council.” During a dozen years it has been alert 
to recognize, analyze, and report to A.L.A. 
members and to the general public upon chal- 
lenges to intellectual freedom, particularly as 
they affect the acquisition and use of books. It 
acted against attempts to bar The Nation and 
New Republic, Consumers Union Reports, and 
certain text books from libraries and schools. It 


publicized censorship proceedings in California, 
Oklahoma, and elsewhere, whether in the form 
of proscription or labelling. And it has issued a 
statement of principles of book selection and 
use, based upon the objectives of the Library 
Bill of Rights, recognizing that librarians may 
consciously or otherwise develop book collect- 
tions and service which are extensions of their 
own bias or of that of local groups. 


The discussions at the Mid-winter meeting of 
the A.L.A. centered upon the interpretation of 
the basic section of the Bill of Rights relating to 
the maintenance of open avenues for the fullest 
exercise of intellectual freedom of inquiry. 


A statement of policy by Mr. Ralph Ulveling, 
of the Detroit Public Library, concerning the 
handling of “unorthodox” materials in his library 
(A.L.A. Bulletin, July-August 1951) had been 
previously referred by the president of A.L.A. 
to the committee for comment (reply also pub- 
lished in the Bulletin, November 1951). Mis- 
understandings which arose during the sessions 
over this matter were occasioned, perhaps, by 
the desire of the committee, on the one hand, to 
have a clear and honest statement of principles 
upon which librarians everywhere could lean, 
and the need of the library administrator, on the 
other, to work out a means of local interpreta- 
tion and implementation. In its report to the 
A.L.A. Council on February 2, the committee 
appealed for professional unity behind the 
Library Bill of Rights and promised practical 
aid in its application through the medium of a 


workshop at the 1952 annual conference. 


At one session, the work of state and local 
committees on Intellectual Freedom was discus- 
sed. Reports were made upon their usefulness 
in meeting local censorship challenges from 
legislative and pressure groups, through pub- 
licity, work with local individuals and organiza- 
tions, and with the A.L.A. Committee. 


The importance was stressed of not altering 
statements of policy to meet each situation 
which arises, but, in times of crisis, to stand by 
principles which were considered sound when 
librarians as a group were able to think more 
objectively. 


—Neal Harlow, Representative at 
A.L.A. Mid-winter Conference. 
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Report of the Personnel 
Administration Committee 


Owing to the delay in the settlement of some 
library budgets, the publication of the “Salary 
statistics for B.C. libraries” has been postponed 
until the October issue of the Bulletin. 


New Westminster Public Library 


An innovation this summer appeared in the 
form of concerts of recorded music during the 
lunch hour on the grounds of the library. The 
turntable is controlled from the circulation desk 
and broadcast through the 16mm. movie pro- 
jector equipment. Our audiences are faithful and 
enthusiastic in their enjoyment of music, the 
sun, and the pleasant setting. 


Personnel: Miss Mary Attwood, University of 
Toronto Library School '52, joined the staff of 
the New Westminster Public Library June 1st, 
as a junior librarian in the circulation depart- 
ment. Miss Beverley Maiden joined the office 
staff as junior clerical. 

—Ruth E. Cameron. 


Public Library Commission 


In order to meet an apparent need to clarify 
in the minds of residents of British Columbia 
the nature of Public Library Commission activi- 
ties, a small booklet has recently been issued 
describing briefly its principal functions and 
some of its accomplishments. Free copies are 
available on request. 


Grants to a total of approximately $87,000 
have been approved by the Honourable the 
Minister of Education for the current fiscal year 
to date. Owing to some difference of opinion as 
to how most fairly to apply the schedule in the 
“Programme for Library Development in British 
Columbia” to appropriations which fall far short 
of the amount required for full implementation, 
grants this year were recommended on a straight 
per capita basis of the populations respectively 
served by the ten tax-supported libraries (seven 
municipal, three regional). Grants-in-aid to pub- 
lic library associations and other bodies are 
offered subject to various conditions. The whole 
question of a suitable basis for the distribution 
of scheduled grants is being studied. 


The Commission is supporting a request made 
of the National Film Board for a new library 
film and has received assurance that the matter 
will be considered. It is hoped that the new film 
may cover a wider variety of library services 
than other films of earlier issue. 

Mr. C. W. Fraser, “flying squadron” for the 
Commission, spent some weeks in the Kootenays 
recently, advising and assisting the Public 
Library Associations of Nakusp, Castlegar, 
Kimberley and Nelson. 

Reports have been received of satisfactory 
progress in the regional development of school 
libraries in the North Vancouver School District 
under the direction of Miss Evelyn Tufts. It is 
hoped that, beyond improving school library 
organization in that area, the experiment may 
lend weight to recommendations along this line 
that were made in the “Programme for Library 
Development in British Columbia.” 

Mr. C. W. Fraser, senior library assistant in 
the North-Central Branch at Prince George, 
has accepted a position on the staff of Toronto 
Public Libraries. He has been replaced by 
Miss M. E. Norbury, formerly of the staff of 


the University of British Columbia. 


Mr. George Noble, also of the North-Central 
Branch, has been appointed Director of Regional 
Libraries for Manitoba. He will be succeeded 
by Mr. Paul Wright who is at present studying 
for the degree of Master of Library Science at 
the University of Washington Library School. 

Mrs. G. M. Cropp, who has recently joined the 
Provincial Library staff, will be replaced on the 
Commission staff by Miss Lillian A. Jones, who 
graduates this year from the University of 
Washington Library School. —C. K. Morison. 


U.B.C. Library 


Resignations and Appointments 

Ann Vlag, of the Reference Division left on 
May 17. She was married to Second Lieutenant 
Urban A. Nelson in June and assumed her new 
duties as the Librarian at Barrie, Ontario, where 
they will live, on July 2. 

Miss Elizabeth Norbury of the Catalogue 
Division resigned in May to accept a position 
with the Public Library Commission at Prince 
George. 

Miss Georgina Phelan of the Acquisition Di- 
vision left at the end of June to return to her 
home in Montreal. 
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Miss Grace Kent of the Reference Division 
left on June 27 on a trip to Alaska before re- 
turning to her home in Ontario. She has accept- 
ed a position in Connecticut. 

Mr. Inglis Bell joined the Reference Division 
on June 16 and Miss Patricia Liggins and Mr. A. 
Hennessy the Catalogue and Acquisitions Divi- 
sions respectively on July 2. Mr. Bell graduated 
from Toronto Library School this year and Miss 
Liggins and Mr. Hennessy from McGill Library 
School. 

Miss Alice Rutherford has resigned from 
Vassar College Library to join the Reference 
Division here on August Ist. 

When and if the arrangements with the 
Vancouver General Hospital are satisfactorily 
completed, Miss Marguerite Stewart will join the 
Bio-Medical staff of the Reference Division. 

—A. M. Smith. 


Vancouver Island Regional Library 


Circulation statistics for the first six months 
indicate that 1952 will be the busiest year ever 
recorded by the Vancouver Island Regional 
Library with nearly every branch and deposit 
station reporting substantial increases. 

On May 6th a public meeting was held at the 
Nanaimo branch to form a Friends of the 
Library. Representatives from various clubs and 
organizations as welf as interested individuals 
attended to discuss ways of providing better 
library service for Nanaimo, and also ways of 
promoting interest in the library and its prob- 
lems. Officers elected at this meeting were: 
president, Hugh B. Heath; vice-president, Dr. 
Gordon Blott; secretary, Frank E. Hollins; 
committee heads, Mrs. Sidney Collier, Mrs. 
Gerald Hart, Mrs. E. W. Burridge and William 
Calderwood. 

A similar group has been formed at Cour- 
tenay under the chairmanship of Mrs. G. Brown- 
ing to assist the Courtenay branch when it 
moves into its new quarters later in the year. 

A fifth book-van route was started in April 
to serve residents of Gabriola Island on a four 
week schedule. 

Vacation reading clubs for the summer 
months are being planned for a number of 
communities with the co-operation of Parent- 
Teacher Associations, Women’s Institutes, 
Gyros, Kinsmen and other local organizations. 


Fifteen communities have already indicated their 
willingness to participate in this programme, 
and others are expected to join before the 
summer is very far advanced. 

During the Spring the Nanaimo branch’s 
story hour has been broadcasted direct from 
the library over station CHUB. This programme 
will return to the air in the autumn with a 
commercial sponsor. The adult radio programme 
is being recorded for release over CJAV as well 
as CHUB. 

The library has again been asked to take an 
active part in the annual Vancouver Island 
Teachers’ Convention scheduled this year for 
November 6-8 at Port Alberni. 

—Marjorie Heslop. 


Vancouver Public Library 


The staff of the Vancouver Public Library 
has had a salary increase of 144%2%, retroactive 
to January ist, bringing the minimum profes- 
sional salary to $236 per month. 

Negotiations are continuing with the City 
Council for additional money for a new central 
library. 

Mrs. Margaret Brunette has been appointed 
Supervisor of Extension Work, and will take 
over her new duties September 1st. Mrs. Mar- 
garet Vatcher takes her place as librarian of 
Kitsilano Branch. 

The staff welcomed back on July 1st, Miss 
Dorothy McPhillips who graduated in June from 
Toronto Library School and who is now a 
member of the Boys and Girls Department. 

The staff is proud of the honour conferred on 
“Mr. R.” by his election as president of the 
Canadian Library Association. 

—M. B. Sing. 
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